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sponsorship for orphans and needy 
families, educational and income-
generating projects, and water and 
food projects. 
This year’s Ramadan campaign will 
focus significantly on the Syrian 
people, especially on projects for 
fasting Syrians who are internally 
displaced and those living as 
refugees in the neighboring 
countries of Jordan, Lebanon, 
Turkey and Iraq. 

Islamic countries and regions which 
suffer from special circumstances 
such as siege, drought or other 
natural disasters such as Palestine 
and Somalia will also benefit. 
Support will include Iftars, food 
baskets, financial aid, clothing and 
other household necessities, as 
well as the distribution of Zakat 
al-Fitr gifts, support for orphans, 
educational and cultural projects. 

The ‘Everything They Had’ project 
aims to highlight the magnitude of 
the suffering in the communities 
most in need.  In partnership 
with its donors, QC is seeking to 
implement a number of large 
projects starting from Ramadan, 

The announcement was made 
alongside the launch of QC’s 
‘Everything They Had’  project, 
which aims to provide relief 
for the Syrian people as well as 
development projects for the 
poorest and most vulnerable in 
communities across the world in 
the fields of education, income-
generation, water, food and 
sponsorship. 
QC CEO Yousef Bin Ahmed Al 
Kuwari explained that QC seeks to 
carry out more community service 
projects inside and outside Qatar. 
The projects will be economic, 
social and cultural in line with the 
State of Qatar National Vision 2030. 
Kuwari explained that the number 
of beneficiaries in Qatar this 
Ramadan will reach 450,000 people 
at a total cost of QAR 11,000,000, 
with projects outside the State 
costing QAR 24,000,000 for the 
benefit of 1,316,000 people. 
Kuwari urged benefactors to use 
this Ramadan, the month of giving, 
as an opportunity to contribute to 
QC development and relief projects 
inside and outside Qatar, including 
support for the Syrian people, 

including: 

• Relief for the Syrian people, in 
light of their continuing suffering, 
over the length of this prolonged 
crisis.  

• An educational project aimed at 
enabling 3,000 poor students in 16 
countries continue their education 
by providing QAR 9,000,000 to 
cover their tuition fees for one year. 
• The construction of ten schools in 
ten of the poorest and most needy 
communities at a total cost of QAR 
6,000,000. 

• Sponsoring 6000 orphans for a 
year in 25 countries at a total cost 
of QAR 15 million. 

• Providing food and water for 
100,000 people for a period of one 
month in Syria, Niger, Yemen and 
Tunisia at a total cost of QAR 30 
million. 
• Supporting 10,000 poor people 
in 16 countries through small 
income-generating activities at a 
cost of QAR 800 riyals per family 
helped and at a total cost of QAR 30 
million. 

Qatar Charity’s Ramadan 2013 
Campaign of QAR 35 million to 
Benefit 1,766,000 People 

Feature
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www.qcharity.org
Donate online via the internet

SMS send the word “Food” to
92642  to donate   100 QR     Ooredoo customers
92632  to donate   50   QR     Ooredoo customers 
97790  to donate   10   QR     Vodafone customers  

Collectors
Our collectors at shopping centres are now using
a new electronic donations system

For enquiries and information, please call us on
Collection hotline :  5 5 3 3 5 5 0 3
Hotline                    :  4 4 6 6 7 7 1 1

Donation by using the e-Coupon machine at commercial centres

S y r i a
Su�ering upon su�ering
S y r i a
Su�ering upon su�ering

Su�ering upon su�ering... 
Adding to the tragedies of displacement and homelessness now 
comes the harshness of winter...
Hundreds of thousands of Syrians are sleeping under the rain and 
snow...
Tents are blown away... and the sad ruins remain...
The bare feet of children sink into the freezing mud...
As their eyes scan the horizon of an uncertain future...
And their parents desperately search for a moment of warmth and a 
safe haven...

110 10000

415 10000

Cost (QAR) Required Food Projects

Help us to provide food
for the displaced Syrians

Flour (50kg sack) for a month for
(a family of 5 members)

Food basket for a month
(for a family of 5 members) 250 5000

Inside
Syria

Outside
Syria



and Al Wakra. 
Fieh Al Afiah:
This project aims to provide 
breakfasts during the holy month 
for families with limited income 
via a contract with productive 
families who will supply meals at an 
appropriate fee and deliver them 
to needy families. The project is 
to support 50 productive families 
and low-income families at a cost 
of around QAR 320,000, benefiting 
7,500 people during the holy 
month. 
Ramadan Mouna/Supply:

Fasting Breakfast Tables: 
This project will benefit 174,000 
fasting people by providing 
breakfast at 10 communal tables 
across the State of Qatar, focusing 
on single workers and passers-by at 
a total of over QAR 5,135,000. 
Tables will be located in the Al Khor  
Industrial area and Abdullah bin 
Ali Al Musnad Secondary School in 
Al Khor, Abdul Aziz School, Ahmad 
ibn Hanbal School in Al Najma, 
AlYarmouk School in Bin Omran, 
the Arabic Club in New Saltah / 
Asiri, Al Saliyah, Al Rayyan, Alshanih 

This shall distributes parcels 
containing basic items to 1,000 
families in various neighborhoods 
via coupons available at 
commercial complexes as a gift 
from QC for low-income families at 
the beginning of the holy month at 
a cost of around QAR 400,000. 
Moving Breakfast:
This shall involve the distribution 
of snacks prepared by productive 
families for motorists who were 
unable to reach their homes before 
breakfast time. The project aims to 
benefit around 9,000 people at a 

Qatar Charity’s Ramadan 2013 campaign will benefit 450,000 people in Qatar and includes a 
number of new programs and projects at a cost of QAR 11,000,000. The number of beneficiaries
represents an increase of 120,000 people from last year. 
One of the new programs for 2013 is the ‘’Take Your Adornment” project, an innovative project 
that comes in the context of community development, targeting 2,000 workers and people on 
low-incomes, providing them with items that will allow them to take part in the blessed month 
of Ramadan - such as perfume and clothing - and aiming to promote the values   of culture and 
civilization among society and to create an atmosphere of community cohesion and solidarity at a 
cost of QAR 200,000.  Other projects include:

Qatar Charity’s Ramadan 2013 Campaign               Will Benefit 450,000 People in Qatar
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total cost of around QAR 365,000. 
Supporting Communities with 
Breakfast Tables: 
QC also supports breakfast tables 
for Arab and Muslim communities 
residing in Qatar, in order to 
enhance communication between 
them in the holy month of 
Ramadan. The project will benefit 
around 10,000 fasting people 
during Ramadan at a cost of more 
than QAR 215,000. 
Watering for the Worshippers:
This much-needed program 
involves the distribution of bottles 
of water to worshipers while they 
were to perform the Taraweeh 
prayers during the holy month of 
Ramadan. Around  5,376 people 
are expected to benefit per day, or 
161,280 beneficiaries throughout 
Ramadan at a cost of around QAR 
220,000. 
Ramadan Gift:
This project involves QC 
distributing cash to 1,000 
households of families with little 

or no income, as well as widows 
and divorced women, the sick and 
orphans, at a cost of QAR 1,111,000. 
Zakat Al Fitr:
This project at the end of the holy 
month targets 1,000 families in 
Qatar with limited income and 
debts, widows and divorced 
women, the sick, the elderly and 
orphans, at a cost of QAR 555,000. 
One of the objectives of this project 
is to ease the burden for families 
registered with QC at Eid, to 
increase solidarity and compassion 
by distributing Zakat Al Fitr. 
Iftar projects, social assistance 
programs for families and
Mass Media Programs
These mass media programs will 
benefit an extra 84,000 people and 
have expanded to cover a wider 
range of areas. 
Projects benefitting the family 
have been expanded to cover the 
Shahhaniya and Al Khor areas and 
will also run for a longer period 
than last year; running throughout 

the holy month as opposed to 
covering the last ten-days only 
– and are expected to benefit 
24,000 people, at a cost of around 
QAR 950,000. These projects 
include a number of activities 
employing modern techniques of 
entertainment for children such as 
competitions and awards.
Taraweeh 
A special radio program airing the 
Noble Quran will be available in 
Qatar, aiming to instill a number of 
moral values   in a systematic and 
simple fashion and encouraging 
the public to apply them in practice 
at a cost of QAR 183,000. The 
program will be divided into two 
parts; one for adults and one for 
children. The program will air every 
week on Sunday, Monday and 
Tuesday from 10:30 to 11:30 pm 
and is expected to attract around 
60,000 listeners. 

Qatar Charity’s Ramadan 2013 Campaign               Will Benefit 450,000 People in Qatar
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Qatar Charity’s ‘Syria Pain and 
Hope’ exhibition exceeded all 
expectations, moving many visitors 
to tears and leading to requests 
for similar events showcasing the 
situation in other countries. 

The exhibition, highlighting the 
suffering of the Syrian people, was 
held at the fairground in Doha in 
May and lasted for five days. 

The event involved the 
participation of various Qatari and 

‘Syria, Pain and Hope’ 
Exhibition Exceeds 
Expectations

Arab figures, including well-known 
sheikhs, religious leaders and 
Munshids from around the world. 

The exhibition was opened by 
QC Board of Director’s chairman 
His Excellency Sheikh Hamad bin 
Nasser bin Jassim Al Thani in the 
presence of a number of ministers 
and state officials, scholars and 
other eminent guests, including His 
Excellency Dr. Hamad bin Abdulaziz 
Al Kuwari, Minister of Culture, Arts 
and Heritage, Sheikh Dr. Thaqeel 

Sayre Al-Shammari, Vice President 
of the Court of Cassation, preacher 
Dr. Rashid Al-Zahrani, Sheikh 
Ahmad ibn Hajar bin Ali Al-Qatarmi, 
Ahmad bin Nasr Al-Nasr, Assistant 
Undersecretary of the Ministry of 
Social Affairs and Sheikh Ahmed 
Albuanin, in addition to a number 
of members of the QC Board of 
Directors, CEO Yousef Bin Ahmed 
Al Kuwari and Executive Director of 
the Executive Management of QC, 
Mohammed Bin Ali Al Ghamdi. 

Report
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Al Thani said he was delighted to 
open the exhibition, which he said 
reflects the interest of the general 
public in the situation of the Syrian 
people. 

Al Thani said that the exhibition 
was a documented reflection of 
the devastation and destruction in 
Syria. 

Sheikh Hamad said that the 
Goverment of Qatar and its people 
had stood by the Syrian people 
since the beginning of the crisis, 
providing support to their brothers 
in Syria, which he said is the duty 
of everyone and must not be 
neglected. 

 “Qatar Charity thinks big in terms 
of its goals and targets; this 
exhibition seemed beyond the 
limits of space and time, but thanks 
to God we achieved our ambitions,” 
said Al Kuwari in a speech at the 

concluding ceremony. 
“The exhibition generated 
considerable emotion in visitors 
from inside and outside Qatar, 
many of whom were brought to 
tears as they explored the various 
stands and requests for similar 
events have been pouring in from 
people within the State of Qatar 
and abroad, especially America and 
a number of European countries,” 
he continued. 

The closing ceremony of the 
exhibition honored the sponsors 
of the exhibition, QC partners and 
distinguished personalities who 
had taken part.  

Awards were presented to: 
‘Seashore Group’, ‘Sicily Company’, 
‘Al Rayah’ Newspaper and ‘Star’ 
company and honors given to 
preacher Fahd Al Kandari, Qatari 
media professional Abdul Rahman 

Al Harami, Qatari athlete Adel 
Lamy and three vocalists: Ibrahim 
Al Naqieb of Yemen, Mohammed 
Abbas from Sudan and Yahya 
Hawwa from Syria, who all sang at 
the end of the ceremony. 
The exhibition included special 
entertainment slots for school 
children in the mornings and for 
the public in the evenings.  Some of 
the evening events were attended 
by Syrian Ambassador in Doha 
Nizar Aharaki, and the Grand Quran 
Reader of Sham Sheikh Mohammed 
Karim Rahj.
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Qatar Charity’s ‘Pain and Hope’ 
exhibition comprised eight booths 
embodying the different aspects of 
the suffering of the Syrian people. 
These include: 
Syria: History and Civilization: 
This booth talked about the 
historical importance of Syria, its 
people and their livelihoods, as well 
as presenting international legal 
texts that emphasize the necessity 
of maintaining the country’s proud 
historical legacy. It also introduced 
the Syrian civilization from the 
Sumerian civilizations, through the 
Canaanite and Aramaic periods, 
moving to the Islamic conquest, the 

‘Pain and Hope’ Exhibition Booths 
Embodying the Varied Aspects of the 
Suffering of the  Syrian People

Umayyad and Abbasid to the end of 
Ottoman rule, until independence 
from the French mandate in 1946, 
and includes introductions to the 
economic resources of the country 
and the most important cities. 
Schools and the Right to 
Education: 
This booth showed the scale of 
destruction and damage to schools 
and other educational institutions, 
depriving Syrian children of the 
right to education. It included 
figures and statistics issued by 
UNICEF revealing that: 2,500 
schools have been completely 
destroyed - 772 of them in Idlib, 300 

in Aleppo and 300 in Dar’aa - and 
over 1,500 schools are now being 
used as shelters for the displaced. 
Statistics also show that a very 
small number of Syrian children are 
now attending school, only 6 % in 
Idlib, for example. 
Mosques and Cultural Heritage: 
This booth highlighted the 
deliberate destruction of mosques, 
other places of worship and cultural 
importance, with no regard to 
religious or moral principles or 
international treaties that prohibit 
exposing houses of worship and 
historical monuments to risk. 

Report
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Hospitals and the Right to 
Treatment:
This booth revealed the extent of 
the destruction of hospitals and 
health centers and the almost 
complete collapse of the health 
system in Syria, which has led to a 
scarcity of medicine and the end 
of health services increasing the 
spread of catastrophic diseases. 
Statistics from the World Health 
Organization show that: 57 % 
of public hospitals have been 
completely destroyed, 37  % are 
non-functional and 20 % have been 
partially destroyed. Over 80,000 
people have been killed to date and 
more than 400,000 injured. 
Displacement and Homelessness:
Syria has witnessed massive 
displacement internally, as well as 
high numbers of people living as 
refugees in neighboring countries. 
Statistics collected by international 
organizations show that there are 
over 1.4 million Syrian refugees in 
neighboring countries and around 
4.25 million people displaced 
within Syria. Sources suggest that 

in the event of continued violence 
in Syria, the number of internally 
displaced people within Syria is 
expected to rise to 6 million by 
the end of the year, while the 
number of refugees in neighboring 
countries will reach 3 million. 
Environmental Risks:
This booth talked of the prevalence 
of epidemics and diseases in 
Syria as a result of accumulated 
waste and rubbish which is an 
humanitarian disaster waiting to 
happen. Information is provided 
regarding the lack of water in Syria, 
which is now a third of what it was 
before the events, due to power 
outages, shortages of fuel and the 
halting of maintenance work on 
water installations, in addition to 
the destruction of the infrastructure 
and water installations. 
This stand also considers the 
serious health risk to which Syrian 
children are exposed, which 
is being exacerbated by the 
proliferation of garbage, the use 
of contaminated water and the 
collapse of the health system. The 

most prevalent disease include: 
typhus, cholera, diarrhea and 
hepatitis. Around 100,000 people 
are infected with Leishmania. 
Destruction and Suffering:
This booth highlighted the scale 
of destruction in residential 
buildings, markets and basic 
facilities which has compounded 
the suffering of the people and 
left them increasingly vulnerable. 
According to statistics of the United 
Nations Office for the Coordination 
of Humanitarian Affairs more 
than a third of homes have been 
completely destroyed. 
Hunger and Thirst: 
This area highlights the lack of food 
and water within Syria due to the 
mass destruction and refers to the 
flouting of legal requirements for 
food and water. The World Food 
Programme (WFP) states that the 
first priority for the Syrians is food 
and distributes food for 2.5 million 
within Syria and 800,000 refugees 
in neighboring countries.
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National and International figures have called for a repeat of Qatar 
Charity’s ‘Syria Pain and Hope’ exhibition. 
The exhibition incorporated a number of booths, including statistics and 
information highlighting the reality of the situation in Syria and proved 
hugely popular with the general public and a number of important 
national and international figures.  
These figures praised QC for its humanitarian efforts across the world and 
called for universal access to the exhibition and donations for the Syrian 
people whose suffering increases daily. 

National and International Figures Call for a 
Repeat of the  ‘Pain and Hope’ Exhibition

 “What you at Qatar Charity 
are doing with this exhibition 
and within Syria is mighty and 
wonderful work that comes 
outside the traditional framework 
of humanitarian associations and 
charitable organizations,” said 
Abdullah Al Nawi, Mayor of Al 
Rashida and head of the Moroccan 
delegation who visited the 
exhibition. 
“The exhibition combines artistic 
and technical creativity, a strong 
humanitarian message and a clear 
picture of what is happening to the 
Syrian people and what they are 
suffering,” Al Nawi continued. 
Secretary General of the Supreme 
Council for the Supervision of 
Awqaf and Professor of Law at the 
Faculty of Law, Rabat, Dr. Abdul 
Razzaq Subaihi, said that the 
pains of Syria were extensive and 
required considerable support. 
“Qatar Charity’s exhibition presents 
an influential, accurate and real 

picture of the suffering of the Syrian 
people,” Subaihi said. 
During his visit to the exhibition, Dr. 
Mohamed Khalifa Kubaisi  chairman 
of the ‘Zakat Services, Zakat House’ 
appealed to businesses to increase 
their support to their Syrian 
brothers. 
Dr. Kubaisi added that the 
exhibition embodied the tragedy 
of the Syrian people competently 
and comprehensively and that 
he was particularly impressed 
by Qatar Charity’s efforts in 
terms of preparation, timing and 
organization. 
 “Qatar Charity’s ‘Pain and Hope’ 
exhibition provoked a strong 
reaction from its audience,  reviving 
the feeling of togetherness and 
interaction with the issue of the 
Syrian people and providing an 
important opportunity to donate  
according to the donor’s will and 
ability and to choose whether 
they wish to donate food, shelter 

or medicine,” said Qatari journalist 
Rashid Al Awda.  
Al Awda urged journalists, 
writers and intellectuals to act 
as mouthpieces and spokesmen 
and to do all they can to promote 
charities and encourage donations. 
Researcher and professor of 
Religions at the Faculty of Islamic 
Sharia Law, Dr. Mohamed Mokhtar 
Shanqeeti, said that QC’s message 
had been received and should now 
be turned into reality via donations.  
“The exhibition presented a strong 
and clear message regarding this 
deeply human tragedy and the 
size of the human and material 
losses,” Shanqeeti said, adding that 
the exhibition was a success both 
artistically and technically.  
He requested that the efforts put 
into the ‘Pain and Hope’ exhibition 
be repeated outside of Qatar and 
translated into other languages in 
order to spread the message to a 
wider audience. 
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تقرير

Qatar Charity has appointed His 
Excellency Sheikh Saoud Bin 
Abdulrahman Al Thani, Secretary 
General of the Qatar Olympic 
Committee, and Mohammed 
Saadoun Al Kuwari, as QC 
ambassadors. 
The ambassadors’ first mission will 
be to support QC’s Global Polio 
Eradication Initiative (GPEI) in 
Pakistan, in cooperation with The 
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. 
Under the agreement with The Bill 
and Melinda Gates Foundation, QC 
will launch a campaign to collect 

Two New Ambassadors 
Appointed by QC

donations to support the GPEI’s 
goal to eradicate polio by the year 
2018. 
QC will also collect donations 
to support polio vaccination 
campaigns to protect children 
in the target areas and to help 
raise the level of awareness of the 
importance of eradicating the 
disease in the Islamic Republic of 
Pakistan. 
The Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation will match all amounts 
raised by QC during the campaign.  
The ambassadors will go on to 

support further programs, projects 
and activities in the areas of 
education, health, children, women, 
water, the fight against poverty, 
culture and relief, throughout 
which the ambassadors will 
represent the organization. 
Both ambassadors enjoy 
distinguished presence and 
experience in the fields of sports, 
media and voluntary work.

Report
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Khalid Khalifa is a specialist in the 
field of relief and development, both 
academically and practically, having 
worked extensively in the field and 
holding leadership positions in a number 
of international organizations. He is also 
a certified instructor and representative 
for the SPHERE Global Project in the Gulf, 
and currently heads the UN Office for 
the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA) for the Gulf States and represents 
the Office of the Middle East and Asia of the 
OCHA Humanitarian News Network (IRIN).

 Khaled Khalifa to  ‘Ghiras’

Arabic media interest in humanitarian issues is on the rise
IRIN is one of the few news agencies that cover humanitarian issues in Arabic

Human Dignity Must be 
Maintained During Media 
Coverage of Disasters

Ghiras arranged this interview with Khalifa in 
order to discuss issues relating to the reporting 
of humanitarian affairs, such as the importance 
of news agencies specializing in reporting relief 
efforts, particularly those in Arabic, and what can 
be done to bridge the gap…. 
How important is it to have a news agency or 
agencies specialized in humanitarian issues, 
particularly in the Arabic language? To what 
extent could this contribute to the awareness of 
humanitarian issues and charity?
A service that provides humanitarian news 
and analysis in Arabic is very important for the 
Arab reader in general and Arab aid workers 
in particular, where there is a scarcity of 
information in Arabic. A lot of relief workers do 
not speak English and they need to know the 
latest trends in relief work. 

Intervew
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To what extent was the Arabic 
section of the IRIN agency able 
to fill the gap in this aspect in the 
Arab world, and do we need more 
private agencies to fill the shortfall 
in humanitarian news? 
IRIN was able to significantly 
close the gap in the coverage of 
humanitarian issues through news 
and analyzes that are published 
on a daily basis on its website 
and social networking pages. 
IRIN is the only service to provide 
humanitarian news coverage in 
Arabic. Even if there were some 
kind of coverage by other bodies, 
it would be of a local and limited 
nature; yet, IRIN provides a more 
comprehensive coverage of 
humanitarian issues and crises on 
local, regional and international 
levels.  
Of course, we need to strengthen 
the humanitarian media coverage 
and ensure its continuity, 
expanding coverage to include 
states and issues that the media 
and the public are not currently 
paying attention to. 
Major and local news agencies 
broadcast news on natural disasters 
and wars and the subsequent 
humanitarian crises as well as 
the news of the UN and other 
international organizations, how 
different are IRIN and similar 
news agencies specializing in 
humanitarian media? 
IRIN is characterized by its 
monitoring of humanitarian issues 
before they come to the attention 
of the international media and 
the public. Early warning is one of 
the most important factors. The 
network also continues to report 
on humanitarian issues that the 
mainstream media has lost interest 

in.  
IRIN presents stories in a sensitive 
fashion and is committed to 
humanitarian credibility, neutrality 
and shedding light on the gaps in 
and problems of the humanitarian 
response, even when it comes to 
other United Nations organizations. 
The goal of the network is the 
neutral presenting of the picture 
on the ground in order to help 
alleviate the suffering of victims. 
Are there professional rules that 
journalists who cover relief and 
humanitarian issues should follow 
in the preparation of news reports, 
or when taking photographs 
associated with them? 
Credibility and neutrality are the 
most important characteristics of 
any journalist who presents the 
humanitarian scene. There are 
specialized courses organized 
by IRIN to focus on some of the 
technical skills and tools that 
must be displayed by specialist 
journalists covering humanitarian 
subjects. These skills also apply 
when publishing photos of the 
field so that no harm is done to 
the humanitarian disaster-affected 
community. 
How can charities maintain a 
balance between presenting 
humanitarian images and 
upholding the dignity of their 
subjects? 
There are certain standards for the 
use of images, especially images 
of children. We must make sure 
that the images used preserve the 
dignity of the people and do not 
expose them to any additional risk. 
How do you evaluate the 
compliance of Arab media 
specialists covering humanitarian 
relief issues to the professional 

rules of humanitarian information 
and privacy? 
Increased interest from Arab 
media institutions in recent years 
regarding humanitarian topics has 
meant that we now have an annual 
award for the best press coverage 
in the field of humanitarian action 
as part of the activities of the 
Arab Media Forum in Dubai. I see 
this as an important step that 
will stimulate Arab journalists to 
acquire the required skills and 
compete for accuracy, quality and 
craftsmanship. 
To what extent have local charities 
in Arab countries succeeded in 
finding field teams of journalist 
interested in the media side of 
humanitarian law? 
We do not need charities to form 
field teams of journalists. What we 
need is charity staff concerned with 
communication and information 
management in the field of 
disasters. This is an area different 
from the humanitarian press, and I 
think that charities in general and 
Arab ones in particular, will receive 
greater benefit if they pay more 
attention to this area. 
Is it safe to say that humanitarian 
media has become an independent 
specialty in the Arab world and if 
so, what are the main challenges 
involved?  
In recent times we have seen a lot 
of progress in this area and are 
beginning to see more attention 
being paid to humanitarian 
journalism in the Arab world. 
The Arab Media Forum recently 
introduced an humanitarian 
journalism award, which in spite 
of its youth was able to attract a 
number of entries. 

Background 
Khaled Khalifa is a professional aid worker with over 
15 years experience in the areas of development 
and relief, assuming leadership of a number of 
humanitarian relief operations during natural disasters 
and complex crises. 
Over the past ten years, Khalifa has enjoyed leadership 
positions with several international organizations in 
a number of countries, including Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, 
Iran, Syria, Lebanon, Indonesia, Malaysia, Libya, 
Pakistan and the United Arab Emirates. 

He received a master›s degree in English literature and 
another in the science of sustainable development 
from the University of London, as well as a diploma in 
project management from the University of Aalborg, 
Denmark. He is also a certified instructor for the 
World SPHERE Global Project and represents the 
Project in the Gulf in addition to membership of the 
United Nations Disaster Assessment and Coordination 
(UNDAC). 
Khalifa currently runs the United Nations Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) in the 
Gulf States and represents the Office of the Middle 
East and Asia Network (IRIN) of OCHA.



Frederic Kanoute, a French and 
Malian national, was born in 
September 1977 in the Rhone-
Alpes in France. Voted the best 
player in Africa in 2008, Kanoute 
has played for several Premier 
League European clubs, including 
Spanish team Sevilla and UK-based 
West Ham and Tottenham Hotspur.  
Kanoute has made considerable 
efforts in humanitarian work in 
Europe, helping build mosques and 
other activities for the benefit of 
Muslim communities. He is married 
to Fatima and they have two 
children; Ibrahim and Iman.   
In 2007 Kanoute donated over 
US$   700,000, (equivalent to his 
annual salary) in order to prevent 
the removal of the only mosque in 
the city of Seville, after Spanish real 
estate companies wanted to build 
on the land. 

Frederic Kanoute:
QC Ambassador

Kanoute became a QC ambassador, 
helping publicize its humanitarian 
projects, after a cooperation 
agreement signed at the QC 
headquarters in Doha in June. 
In a statement made to ‘Ghiras’ 
magazine on the sidelines of a 
press conference in honor of his 
appointment as ambassador and 
his involvement with the ‘Qatar 
Charity Stars’ project, Kanoute said: 
«The initiatives of Qatar Charity 
prove it to be an innovative leader 
in charity work. Its humanitarian 
projects are large and distinctive 
and have benefited many people 
in some of the poorest countries in 
the world.”  
Kanoute added that he hoped 
to continue contributing 
to humanitarian projects in 
cooperation with QC and through 
his private charity, The Kanoute 

Foundation, with a particular focus 
on the fields of education, health 
and orphan sponsorship.  
Kanoute thanked QC for all its 
humanitarian work, especially 
financial relief and construction 
projects that have benefited 
thousands of people in the poorest 
regions of Mali. 
Speaking of the ‘Qatar Charity Stars’ 
project Kanoute said: “Charity work 
is a duty with which everyone must 
engage, and sports stars, with their 
fame, can reach a wide audience 
and contribute significantly. Qatar 
Charity gives us this opportunity.” 
The Kanoute Foundation works 
to establish special villages for 
orphans in the State of Mali 
providing all types of care, 
including foster care, in addition 
to other projects in education and 
health.
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A variety of Qatari, Arab and 
international sports stars are taking 
part in Qatar Charity’s ‘Qatar Charity 
Stars’ initiative, which was launched 
on the sidelines of the ‘Syria Pain 
and Hope’ exhibition. 
QC CEO Yousef Bin Ahmed Al 
Kuwari said that he was delighted 
with the response of the athletes 
who had accepted the opportunity 
to take part in humanitarian work, 
promoting QC projects carried out 
for the benefit of those in need 
around the world. 
“The initiative is still open to all who 
wish to join us in the goodness and 
love in the hope of reward,” he said. 
The ‘Qatar Charity Stars’ athletes 
are a group of prominent names in 
the field of sports, with a high level 
of credibility and acceptance and 
a large fan base, as well as being 
shining examples of commitment 

QC Launches ‘Qatar Charity 
Stars’ Initiative 

and discipline inside and outside 
the sports arena. 
The group consists of: Hazem 
Emam, Khalfan Ibrahim Khalfan, 
Jarallah Al Marri, Abdul Aziz Al 
Sulaiti, Moataz Barsham, Abdul 
Aziz Saadoun Al Kuwari, Firas Al 
Khatib, Adel Lamy, Ali Al Habsi and 
the latest addition, international 
footballer player Frederick Omar 
Kanoute. 
The project slogan is, “Together 
Increase the Level of Giving” and 
the project aims to provide moral 
and material support to the charity 
inside and outside the State of 
Qatar, as well as strengthening 
community partnership in 
development projects. 
In a speech given during the launch 
of the initiative, Ambassador 
Mohammed Saadoun Al Kuwari 
explained that the involvement of 

Arab and Qatari sports stars is just 
the beginning; as the organization 
intends to add international 
celebrities at a later date. 
Kuwari expressed his sincere thanks 
to the stars for this ‘wonderful 
humanitarian effort’ that he said 
will have a positive impact on the 
path of charity work. 
QC is also planning a number of 
field trips, allowing the athletes 
to visit QC development projects, 
in addition to the establishment 
of sports games and activities 
designed to increase awareness 
and work to raise funds for 
further projects, particularly those 
supporting the education and 
health sectors, and to emphasize 
the importance of sport for all.
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In the past ten years, sixteen million 
people have benefitted from Qatar 
Charity development projects 
valued at QAR 1,557,000,000. 
These projects worked towards the 
Millennium Development Goals, 
covering 60 countries around 
the world and including social 
welfare, economic empowerment, 

QC’s Role in Achieving 
the Millennium 
Development Goals

cultural development, education, 
health, water and sanitation, and 
emergency preparedness and 
response to disasters. 
In terms of the first goal of 
eradicating extreme poverty and 
hunger, QC implemented a number 
of projects for the care of needy 
families through social safety nets 

that benefited a million households 
(unable to work) at a cost of 
QAR 172 million. Projects for the 
economic empowerment of poor 
families enabling them to work 
were carried out at a total cost of 
QAR 70,000,000, benefitting 30,000 
households, as well as cultural 
development projects for the 
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general public. 
Working towards the second goal 
which is to achieve comprehensive 
primary education, QC built 
classrooms, focusing on rural areas, 
at a cost of QAR 50,000,000 for the 
benefit of 200,000 students, as 
well as supporting the operating 
budget for schools in poor remote 
areas at a value of QAR 11,000,000, 
for the benefit of 250 schools and 
providing education for sponsored 
orphans who number 55,000, at a 
cost of QAR 500.400,000.  
Regarding the third goal, the 
empowerment of women, QC 
completed a number of projects 
supporting the education of rural 
girls, providing social assistance to 
poor families to facilitate this task 
at a total cost of QAR 27,000,000, 
benefitting more than 500,000 girls 
and 45,000 poor families. 
In terms of the fourth goal, 

reducing child mortality, QC 
established health institutions 
in rural areas, including 250 
dispensaries and clinics which 
benefited 3,000,000 children, at a 
value of QAR 150,000,000, as well 
as support for these institutions, 
particularly in the field of maternal 
and child care, which benefited 
1,000,000 children at an estimated 
value of QAR 30,000,000. 
Working towards the fifth goal of 
improving maternal health, QC 
established health institutions to 
care for mothers and pregnant 
women at a cost of QAR 50,000,000 
for the benefit of 500,000 people. 
QC has also played a prominent 
role in the fight against HIV, AIDS, 
malaria and other epidemic 
diseases, the sixth goal, through 
the activation of awareness 
raising in schools and religious 
institutions, the training of trainers 

in the fight against AIDS and other 
sexual transmitted diseases, and 
contributing to the eradication of 
the polio virus in the few remaining 
countries that still suffer from it, 
specifically in Pakistan, at a total 
value of QAR 12,500,000. 
Finally, with regard to the 
Millennium Goal of ensuring 
environmental sustainability, QC 
has implemented several projects, 
namely: the provision of safe 
drinking water for groups of houses 
in isolated rural areas by providing 
them with water networks at 
a cost of QAR 118,000 million, 
benefiting 1,000,000 people, 
linking educational institutions to 
water networks, at a cost of QAR 
2,000,000, benefiting 100 schools, 
and providing 2500 mosques with 
water and sanitation services at a 
cost of QAR 10,000,000.



Qatar Charity has signed a 
cooperation agreement with the 
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation 
to permanently eradicate polio in 
the world. 
The agreement was signed by QC 
CEO Yousef Bin Ahmed Al Kuwari, 
CEO of Qatar Charity and Bill Gates, 
President of the Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation, in the presence 
of HE Sheikh Saoud Bin Bin Abdul 
Rahman Al Thani, Secretary 
General of the Qatar Olympic 
Committee and QC Ambassador 
for humanitarian action and 
development. 
Under the agreement, QC has 
launched a fundraising campaign 
to support the plan›s initiative to 
eradicate polio worldwide by the 
year 2018. 
QC will also raise funds to support 
vaccination campaigns against 
polio to protect people in target 
areas, and to help raise the level 

QC and Bill Gates 
Sign Agreement to 
Eliminate Polio

of awareness of the importance 
of eradicating this disease in the 
Islamic Republic of Pakistan.  
The Foundation will match any 
amount raised by QC. 
Al Kuwari said that he expected the 
value of donations to this important 
campaign to reach USD six million 
dollars (around QAR 22 million) 
between the two organizations and 
explained that the parties chose 
Pakistan as it is one of the countries 
that suffer most from this disease, 
as well as being the location of an 
active QC office that has more than 
one hundred employees.
 
Kuwari pointed out that the 
implementation of this agreement 
will be carried out in collaboration 
with the Pakistani Ministry 
of Health, the World Health 
Organization and UNICEF, in order 
to ensure its success. 
Polio can lead to paralysis or 

death, but is entirely preventable 
through vaccination. Thanks to the 
enormous scientific advances the 
world is witnessing today there 
are currently the lowest number 
of cases ever, in less countries 
than ever before, making now a 
golden opportunity to eradicate it 
once and for all. Polio is currently 
widespread in only three countries: 
Pakistan, Afghanistan and Nigeria, 
in comparison to 125 countries in 
1988. 
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Fifty operations were carried out at 
the Yemen International Hospital 
during a visit made by project 
supervisor Sheikh Abdul Aziz 
bin Jassim Al Thani to the city of 
Taiz, under the supervision of the 
Cardiology Foundation, as part of a 
program supported by QC and its 
partners. 
The Sheikh›s visit came within the 
framework of QC’s humanitarian 
efforts for the benefit of the Yemeni 
people, which involve development 

Qatar Charity Carries Out
322 Open-Heart Operations 
in Yemen Since January 2013

projects that contribute to the 
rehabilitation and development of 
Yemeni society. 
During his visit Al Thani launched 
QC’s annual plan for the current 
year, funded by QC and its partners, 
particularly the ‘Sobol Charitable 
and Development Foundation’ 
and ‘Heart Diseases’ Charity’, which 
aim to carry out 1,500 open-
heart surgery operations and the 
installation of 2000 therapeutic 
catheters for children and 2000 for 
adults. 
Al-Thani personally supervises the 
QC ‘Permanent Cardiac Program’, 
a program that aims to save the 
lives of heart patients through 
conducting open heart surgery 
and providing catheter treatment 
for children and adults, by bringing 
medical staff from outside Yemen to 
carry out the complex operations. 
 The program targets groups 

of children with congenital 
malformations, children and adults 
who need to repair and change 
valves and adults who need to 
implant heart arteries. 
In addition to carrying out fifty 
new 272 heart surgeries at a total 
cost of QAR 2,000,000 as part of  
444 operations which have been 
implemented with local partners at 
a cost of QAR 3,650,000 in January 
2012 - April 2013. 
This incorporated 346 heart surgery 
operations for children, 59 heart 
surgeries for adults, 33 diagnostic 
catheterization operations and 
6 therapeutic catheterization 
operations. 
The program targets people from 
all over Yemen who are unable to 
afford treatment which is often 
expensive, and the operations are 
carried out at no cost to patients, 
including support into recovery.
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 Qatar Charity has signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding 
with the United Nations Children›s 
Fund (UNICEF) to strengthen 
cooperation in responding to 
humanitarian crises. 
The MoU was signed in early 
May 2013 in order to provide 
a framework for cooperation 
between the two parties 
to promote humanitarian 
development, prevention and 
response, for the benefit of women 
and children in the areas of: child 
survival and development, basic 
education, gender equality, HIV 
and children, prevention and 
response to incidents of violence, 
exploitation and abuse and the 
development of policies and 
partnerships to support the rights 
of the child. 
The MoU was signed by Maria 
Calivis, Regional Director for the 
Middle East and North Africa, 
and QC CEO Yousef Bin Ahmed 
Al Kuwari in the presence 
of Dr. Ibrahim Ziq, UNICEF 
representative for the Arab Gulf 
states, Mohammed Ali Al Ghamdi, 
QC Executive Director of the 
Department for International 
Development and other QC officials 

QC Signs MoU with UNICEF
at QC headquarters in Doha. 
Calivis spoke of the important 
role played by the State of Qatar, 
and particularly Qatar Charity, 
in the field of childhood and 
humanitarian relief, through local 
and international initiatives which 
aim to ensure the rights of children 
all over the world and improve their 
chances of survival, development 
and protection. 
She said that the agreement reflects 
the commitment of both sides to 
strengthening their partnership 
in the field of sustainable 
development and relief programs 
for less fortunate children. 
Calivis pointed to previous joint 
cooperations between QC and 
UNICEF, for example in Somalia, and 
praised the efforts of QC to protect 
and nurture childhood. 
Al Kuwari said that the MoU lays 
the foundation for a new era of 
partnership and cooperation 
between Qatar Charity and UNICEF, 
where the two organizations work 
together in the face of considerable 
challenges, including the global 
financial crisis, the intensification of 
disasters and conflicts, the spread 
of diseases and epidemics and 
increasing poverty. 

“This agreement comes within 
the framework of strengthening 
cooperation with regional and 
international organizations working 
in the field of humanitarian relief 
and development, which requires 
us to combine our efforts to meet 
current and future humanitarian 
challenges, in order to help the less 
fortunate and affected anywhere 
in the world, meet their needs and 
protect their rights,” Al Kuwari said. 
“This partnership also comes in 
furtherance of Qatar›s efforts 
to contributing to achieving 
one of the most important of 
the Millennium Goals; global 
partnerships for development,” he 
added. 
The MoU allows for the exchange 
of information and experiences 
between the two parties and 
determining developmental and 
humanitarian projects of common 
interest that will be implemented 
in cooperation between the two 
parties. 
Besides carrying out joint 
humanitarian and relief 
operations in cooperation with 
the governments of the target 
countries, other activities may be 
agreed upon from time to time.

Report



23

Qatar Charity has signed a 
partnership agreement with the 
United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR) to help 
Muslims in Myanmar 
The agreement was signed in April 
2013 and involves QC providing 
a grant worth USD two million 
(QAR 7.3 million) for the benefit of 
around 10,000 Muslims displaced in 
Rakhine State. 
This grant comes within the 
framework of US$ 17 million in 
humanitarian relief assistance 
provided by UNHCR for shelter 
projects for the displaced and 
will provide multiple services for 
the displaced families, including 
the establishment of temporary 
shelters worth around  US$ 
1,000,000, infrastructure projects 
and special kitchens in camps for 
the displaced valued at around 
one-half a million dollars. 
Around 1360 housing units for 
displaced people will be provided, 

QC Signs Cooperation 
Agreement with UNHCR

including two multi-purpose 
buildings, in addition to 11 
clinics, 115 public kitchens and 18 
warehouses. 
The agreement recognizes the 
importance of establishing close 
cooperation for the benefit of 
Rohingya Muslims displaced by the 
events in Myanmar and came into 
force after being signed by both 
parties at the QC headquarters in 
Doha. QC will prepare all financial 
reports for the grant. 
 “Qatar Charity is keen to strengthen 
partnerships with international 
humanitarian organizations for 
joint cooperation for the delivery 
of humanitarian assistance to 
displaced persons and refugees 
across the world, especially 
in countries that suffer from 
exceptional circumstances that 
prevent our direct intervention, 
such as the case of Myanmar,” 
said QC CEO Yousef Bin Ahmed Al 
Kuwari. 

Previous cooperation with UNHCR 
saw the organizations provide 
various forms of assistance to the 
Rohingya Muslims who are living in 
extremely difficult circumstances 
and need widespread and varied 
support. 

Imran Riza, Regional Representative 
to the Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) from UNHCR, said that he 
was pleased that the Commission 
is working hand in hand again 
with QC in order to address the 
humanitarian needs of displaced 
people in Rakhine State.  

“This clearly demonstrates the 
continued commitment of Qatar 
Charity and is a true reflection of 
international solidarity,” Riza said. 

 “The generous contribution 
made by Qatar Charity will meet 
the needs of 10,000 of the most 
vulnerable among the displaced,” 
he concluded.
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